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grant

$27,000 to UUC Columbia

Once again you provided a congregation with a boost of confidence and a virtual hug of
support. The generous gifts of over 1,160 Chalice Lighters will benefit the UU Congre-
gation of Columbia, S.C., as they start Phase | of their renovation to create a more wel-

coming and more generous space.

Why do Chalice Lighters help?

Some people join Chalice Lighters be-
cause their congregation is seeking a
grant, but then years later, they remain
stalwart Chalice Lighters. So we asked
some people to explain their motivation.

“Why have | been a regular contributor
to the Chalice Lighter Fund? Because |
want to do my part to see the faith thrive
and because my congregation has been
the beneficiary!” Aimee Tattersall, UU
Congregation of Hillsborough.

“Our liberal message of love and peace
is so vital in our world so full of fear and
insecurity that we need to find more
ways to share our faith! Being a Chal-
ice Lighter has shown amazing results
toward this end!” Bonnie Habel, UU
Church of Asheville

Quotes from members of the UU Fel-
lowship of Beaufort: Larry Meisner said,
"It helps to spread Unitarian Universal-
ism in our district. Jean Stokes replied,
"Chalice Lighter grants helps UU con-

gregations grow"

Wayne Moyer sent this quote from a brief
presentation made during the Association
Sunday service at the Williamsburg Unitar-
ian Universalists. “The Chalice Lighters
program is the Unitarian Universalist
equivalent of Home Missions, found in
every protestant denomination. Itis a low
cost, effective way to help congregations in
the Thomas Jefferson District grow, in
depth and number. Dolores and | became
Chalice Lighters shortly after joining WUU
and continue funding calls because it of-
fers a direct way of spreading our ‘good

news.

“For about 25 years, | belonged to First UU
Church in Richmond. Being a CL was a
quick and easy way to be helpful. | was
working then, and did not have time to do
much volunteering. Now that we are re-
tired, my husband and | do a lot of volun-
teering and have had to cut back on some
of our financial giving....but the CL re-

Continued on back



what do chalice Lighters accomplish?

In an effort to encourage intentional planning for
growth and to experiment with new, modern
ways, the criteria for grants are extremely flexi-
ble.

The Chalice Lighter Committee encourages ap-
plicants to be creative in their plans for

growth. Applicants must demonstrate how the
projects will grow and strengthen Unitarian Uni-
versalism.

traditional projects

Projects that Chalice Lighter grants have been
awarded in the TJ District include:

1) Assist a congregation to obtain professional
ministerial or professional staff.

2) Assist a congregation to obtain real estate:

* Assist a congregation to lease worship, office,
meeting or religious education space

+ Assist a congregation to develop plans and/or
purchase or construct a new building, or signifi-
cantly remodel an existing building to accommo-
date expanding membership, including making
the facility handicapped accessible; assist in the
purchase of furnishings for a new or expanded
facility

* Assist a congregation to pay for major repair or
reconstruction work resulting from a disaster

3) Plan for growth

* Provide funds for the District to engage a
growth consultant, or other program staff which
would promote growth of Unitarian Universalism
within the TJD

* Provide funds to the District to start a congre-
gation

* Provide funds for scholarships to support con-
gregation leaders in attending growth confer-
ences or to present leadership development
workshops

* Provide funds for the District to present semi-
nars and workshops on growth

* Assist a congregation to launch a youth, young
adult or adult program specifically directed at at-
tracting new members

new growth ideas

However, Chalice Lighters grants may help
growth in many other ways. For example, here
are some ideas that have been successful for
Chalice Lighter Programs in other districts.

1) Assist a congregation launching an outreach
program to enhance the diversity in congrega-
tion. Some districts, including TJD, have used
grants to start or help congregations in areas
which are underserved by UU congregations.
Others CL groups have helped existing congre-
gations reach out to historically marginalized
groups.

2) Assist a congregation, or group of congrega-
tions, or the District to launch an information or

advertising program, including developing or im-
proving websites.

3) Assist a congregation to launch a mission
outreach project in the local community, includ-
ing satellite or branch church or video broad-
casting of program(s).

The CL Committee hopes that TJD Chalice
Lighters will continue to embrace these innova-
tive growth ideas.

If you have ideas or have concerns, please let
the Committee know by emailing or writing us.
We will also be available at the District Annual

Why do CLs help

quests are infrequent and the amount | give is small,
so | can handle it, quickly and easily.” Fran Green,
UU Congregation of the Outer Banks

continued

One memorable quote from a UUC-Greensboro
Chalice Lighter Sunday touted being a Chalice
Lighter as the closest thing to being an evangelist
that many of us UUs get to be.

So, why are you a Chalice Lighter? Have you
shared the Chalice Lighter program and your rea-
sons with members of your church community?
Share the story and get your friends to help us
spread the light.




